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IHH lmuu 08> ULTIMATE BLU-RAY COULD PIONEER'S TANK-LIKE BDP-09FD BE THE BEST BLU-RAY PLAYER EVER?
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THUNDEROUS THX AND BG TEAM UP FOR THE AMAZING BGX-4850 SUB - AND IT°S ONLY GOT 4-INCH DRIVERS!

GREEN WITHOUT COMPROMISE BEL CANTO"S NEW E.ONE SERIES ACTS GREEN AND SOUNDS GRAND

hemagazine.com



& 24 | HOME ENTERTAINMENT JULYAUGUST 2000 HEmagazine.com



SILVER
SOUNDS

AS THE TOP-OF-THE-LINE RECEIVER IN THE NEW
15 SERIES, THE ROTEL RSX-1560 LOOKS AND
SOUNDS THE PART.

> BY GEOFFREY MORRISON

ell, it looks huge.

Maybe not huge, but |

certainly hefry. And

vet at 38 pounds, it’s
not. There must be some kind of
magic in there doing something.

Don't Call it Digital

Inside the RSX-1560 i5 a 7-
channel Class-12 amplifier, and a
pretey powerful one at that. Raced at
[00-watts per channel into 8
ohms, Rotel claims an even more
I Pressive 2000 watts into 4 ohms.
Amplifiers should double their watt-
age when you halve the impedance,

but maost don't. Most companies
don’t volunteer this rating.

A Class-D amplifier, unlike a
more traditional Class-A or AJDB
-||1'|P|:“-]L‘T. switches its transistors on
and off at a very fast rate. By nox
having the transistors “on™ all the
time, the theory is thar there is less
energy wasted as hear. Less wasted
heat means fewer heat sinks and
.IHH(!FIL'LI ﬁ'klul]‘r”k‘”l. |'L'.‘\-“]|:||:I:_-; m a
lighter and more ¢fficient product
overall, hence the 38 pounds. That's
not to sdy it docsn’t generate heat.
Like just about all modern elec-
tronics, the REX-1560 needs room
to breathe.

Silver is the New Black
{But there's black too)

With the new 15 Series; Rotel
has a new aesthetic to their line, as
you see here. The brushed metal fin-
ish 1s classy and appears very high
end.

Setup can be done on the front
screen, or via your TV, The setup
menu itselFisn't much to look ar, but
it has all the serup features you need,
and, perhaps more importantly, the
Q5D 15 output via HDMI (you'd be
..||”;.'|.2L"{1 £l |:|(:l'“.' Ny recelvers |[
15n't). It's after setup where there's a
stumbling block.
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The eless-1) amplifier in the new Botel BSX-1560 is rated of 1060 walts for coch of its seven

channels. It also decodes, scales, and transcodes just about evervthing.

Perhaps it's Apple's fault, but |
have an expectation that | can plug
in a produce, pick up the remore and
be able to use or at least figure oue 91
to 1 percent of its features without
reading the manual. Secing as thas
15 exactly how most consumers will
interact with the product, | don't
feel this is the least bit unreasonable
With the RSX-1560, 1 almost had
to get the manual just to Pigure out
how to get sound out of it. Which
15, you koow, the whole point of a
receiver. ln other words, vou should
definitely have vour custom mstaller
set this up for vou (and Rotel expects
vou probably will).

Ihe 1'-i1|_:!_';4.'-.r issue 15 the remote
Fhe, shall we say, “husky” remote
is very 1980, save the blue back-
lighting. | had some issues with the
remote, but Rotel claims to have
Fixed this going forward. The but-
tons aren’t exactly laid our in the
maost logical fashion, buc then | feel
this is the case with most receiver
remotes. Thank fully, the ILSX-1560

can be controlled with 105-232, 5o

HOSIE EXTERTAINMENT | JULYAUGUST 2

you have plenty of options to use
something else

Everything else abour the receiver
makes up ftor the ergonomic night-

mares, though
Beely Brute

There is a fullness to the sound
of the IRSX-1560 that is welcome in
my house; a solidness in the mid-
range r|'I-'Ii '_:_'.i't"'."\- MOVIes .”Ili Music
a real punch, with plenty of power
in reserve to make transients really
pop. One of my favorite tracks to
“La Bar-

rosa’ on his Live in Awmerica CD (also

test this s Paco De Lucia’s

found on the eternal Burmester
Dyemo C N 2Y, From the fierce fla-
menco guitir work, to the percussive
clapping and stomping, this isa mas
ter at his best, The IRSX-1560 does
this track’s fiery nature justice,

Even with all speakers going, |
didn’t have a problem getting the
volume o well higher than neigh-
bor-recommended volume.

Like nearly all current receiv-
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ers, the IWSX-1560 decodes the lates
audio formarts like Dolby Digical Plus,
Dalby TrucHD and DTS-HID HIA
and MA formats. While these new
formats aren’t a night-and-day differ-
ence over Dolby Digital, the decrease
in compression over Dolby Digital/
DTS is noticeable and welcome. The
LSX-1560 decodes without a hiteh,
and the lossless formats in particular
are a treat for the ears.

I'he days of receivers only “receiv-
ing’ audio are long gone, The RSX-
1560 also has a full suite of video pro-
cessing. It will transcode and upeon-
vert 513 signals from composite and
S-video and 812 and HID signals from
component up to 1080 via HIXMI
Dre-interlacing 480 is done quite well,
with 3:2 being picked up quickly.
There are minimal jaggies on diagonal
lines. Scaling is also quite good, with
a fair amount of detail pulled from the
original material, Owerall, the best
scaling DV players will do a slightly
berter job, bur not by much,

Oxddly, it won't de-interlace 1080

ovier HEXMI; it just prasses it through,

just like 1080p and 1080p/24, It also

does not pick up the 3:2 sequence with

18 sources over companent.
Gold from Silver

F.l"'."l'i' are ‘.'lu.”-”li"‘i" TeOeIvers O
the marker, but few really deserve
consideration from audiophile
types. Ergonomie quirks aside, the
RSX-1560 does a lngastic job with
boch audio and video. Maovies really
pop with the strong, punchy, mid-
range. Perhaps the best added bonus
with the REX-1561) 1s chat it looks
as good as it sounds, And it looks
really good,
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W PRICE/CONTACT
PRICE: PRICE: $2.500

CONTACT: 978,664, 3820, rofel.com




